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BEYOND LIMITS: 
UNVEILING THE FUTURE IN CLINICAL RESEARCH  
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PRCCI was established in April 2016 as a non-profit consortium 
bringing together Puerto Rico's leading clinical research centers, 
both academic and private. 

PRCCI was developed by the Puerto Rico Science, Technology, 
and Research Trust (PRSTRT), whose overall strategy is to 
transform Puerto Rico into a knowledge-driven economy.

In August 2023, PRCCI added its own Clinical Research Center 
and expanded its offerings with new solutions, including 
training for physicians entering clinical research, the 
expansion of its community outreach division and patient 
engagement. Eventually PRCCI plans to add contract research 
organization (CRO) services.



• Beyond the research activity through the new PRCCI 
Research Center, we also aim to encourage Puerto Rico to 
become the preferred market for pharmaceutical 
companies, biotechnology firms, and clinical research 
organizations from the United States and globally, so that 
they can conduct their clinical research locally.

• The new research center allows for the conduct of 
studies on new treatments and devices and is 
available to clinical research professionals, 
independent researchers, and sponsors.

• PRCCI is interested in eventually exploring the field 
of precision medicine and genetics to broaden the 
scope of offerings for the well-being of patients. 





During the inauguration ceremony of the Center, PRCCI shared the results of 
an economic study commissioned by the Puerto Rico Science, Technology 

and Research Trust and PRCCI, and conducted by research economist 
and data scientist Dr. Mario Marazzi. 

The study demonstrates the strength of this sector on the island and 
reveals that the clinical trial market generated $27.5 million in the fiscal 
year 2020-21 in direct costs. Taking into account indirect expenses, it 

reflects a total of $50 million annually in economic activity for Puerto Rico.

$27.5M
FY 2020-21 in direct cost 

$50M
with indirect expenses 



Patient Centric Approach
• At PRCCI, the process of selection and identification of 

studies is carried out carefully to ensure they are 
aligned with the high-prevalence therapeutic areas in 
Puerto Rico, and that we have the necessary patient 
population for a successful implementation.

• We invite patients to participate in clinical studies, 
providing access to new treatment alternatives within 
strict parameters of safety and monitoring.

• Furthermore, with their participation, the representation 
of patients from our population becomes possible, 
leading to a better understanding of the medical 
condition and the therapies under investigation.



The Future 
Puerto Rico Beyond Manufacture into R&D

• Through targeted policies, incentives, and partnerships, Puerto Rico can create 
an ecosystem that supports the entire R&D spectrum—from early-stage 
research to product development. 

• Positioning Puerto Rico beyond its traditional focus on manufacturing in the 
medical and pharmaceutical sectors and also towards Research and 
Development (R&D) requires a strategic and concerted effort.

• This strategic move not only enhances the competitiveness of Puerto Rican 
companies on the global stage but also contributes to the development of 
innovative solutions that address healthcare challenges and improve patient 
outcomes.



The Future 
Puerto Rico Beyond Manufacture into R&D

• Puerto Rico offers a wide range of benefits, including a very generous research 
and development credit—a tax credit worth up to 50% for all qualifying R&D 
expenses. These tax incentives seek to turn Puerto Rico into an international 
hub of export services . 

• The Biden-Harris Administration included Puerto Rico in its announcement of 
funding for 31 regional tech hubs across the country, to “spur American 
innovation, strengthen manufacturing, and create good-paying jobs in every 
region of the country.



Conclusion 

In conclusion, we encourage industry leaders to champion the vital message of expanding 
Research & Development (R&D) efforts in Puerto Rico with their internal teams. 

Together, let us fuel innovation, drive scientific breakthroughs, and ultimately, pave the 
way for transformative advancements in healthcare increasing the numbers of clinical 
trials available for minorities. 

Your advocacy today will shape the treatments of tomorrow, ensuring a brighter, healthier 
future for all. 




